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A MECHANISTIC VIEW OF PSYCHOLOGY 1 

Traditional religion, traditional medi- 
cine and traditional psychology have in- 
sisted upon the existence in man of a tri- 
une nature. Three "ologies" have been 
developed for the study of each nature as 
a separate entity — body, soul and spirit; 
physiology, psychology, theology; physi- 
cian, psychologist, priest. To the great 
minds of each class, from the days of Aris- 
totle and Hippocrates on, there have come " 
glimmerings of the truth that the phenom- 
ena studied under these divisions were in- 
terrelated. Always, however, the conflict 
between the votaries of these sciences has 
been sharp, and the boundary lines be- 
tween them have been constantly changing. 
Since the great discoveries of Darwin, the 
zoologist, biologist and physiologist have 
joined hands, but still the soul-body-spirit 
chaos has remained. The physician has 
endeavored to fight the gross maladies 
which have been the result of disordered 
conduct ; the psychologist has reasoned and 
experimented to find the laws governing 
conduct ; and the priest has endeavored by 
appeals to an unknown god to reform 
conduct. 

The great impulse to a deeper and 
keener study of man's relation, not only to 
man, but to the whole animal creation, 
which was given by Darwin, has opened 
the way to the study of man on a differ- 
ent basis. Psychologists, physicians and 
priests are now joining hands as never 
before in the great world-wide movement 
for the betterment of man. The new sci- 

1 Paper read before Sigma Xi, Case School of 
Science, Cleveland, Ohio, May 27, 1913. 



